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The Climate Action Statement highlights the urgency of combatting climate change, affirms that 
state, provincial and municipal governments are leaders in achieving impactful global climate 
action and acknowledges the need to work together to continue reducing greenhouse gas 
pollution. 

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges facing the world today. It is a threat to our 
environment, our economic prosperity and the sustainable development of our societies. Its 
impacts will affect our infrastructure, our public health and safety, and our food security. 

Climate change requires significant, immediate and long-term action. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has concluded that global warming is 
unequivocal and that human influence on the climate system is clear. While the international 
community has set an objective of limiting global warming to 2°C, the International Energy 
Agency has warned that the world is currently heading for between 3.6°C and 5.3°C of warming. 

Achieving 2°C will require global emissions to approach zero by the second half of the century. 
This challenge requires all nations, states, regions, cities, businesses, Indigenous peoples, and 
civil society to play a role, bringing their respective strengths and capabilities to bear on the 
transition to a cleaner, more resilient future. 

Good climate policy is good economic policy. State, regional and municipal governments will 
work with their partners, including industries like the auto sector, environmental groups and 
communities to help businesses stay competitive and improve our health and quality of life. 

State, regional and municipal governments across the Americas are demonstrating sustained 
leadership on the path to deep emissions reductions by 2050. State, regional and municipal 
governments are setting standards for impactful global climate action with approaches that 
reflect local needs and strengths - phasing out coal, committing to renewables, investing in 
clean technology, putting in place carbon pricing mechanisms, and setting ambitious climate 
targets. 



So alongside the intended nationally determined contributions (INDC) being put forward by 
national governments under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), today we, the leaders of State/Provincial and Municipal governments across the 
Americas, put forward our own climate commitments. 

These commitments allow flexibility for locally determined actions and approaches, and we 
support them by agreeing to undertake or participate in one or more of: 

1. GHG emission reduction targets or other quantitative commitments recently made by 
signatories that contribute to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) objective of limiting the increase in global temperature to below 2 
degrees Celsius, recognizing that developed and developing jurisdictions may set 
different targets. 

2. Commitments by governments to join the Compact of States and Regions and the 
Compact of Mayors and publicly report on progress to reduce emissions, 
demonstrating continued progress. (Appendix I: Compact of States and Regions and 
Compact of Mayors) 

3. Commitments by governments to join the Under 2 MOU and undertake concrete actions 
across sectors such as energy and transportation. (Appendix II: Under 2 MOU) 

4. Support for carbon pricing as an effective way of encouraging emission reductions, 
including identifying opportunities for linking systems as much as possible. Additionally, 
today governments commit to join the World Bank Carbon Pricing Leadership 
Coalition and endorse the World Bank's "Put a Price on Carbon Statement". 
(Appendix III: Putting a Price on Carbon Statement) 

We invite other state, regional and municipal governments to join us in this effort. We also call 
on national leaders to: learn from and build on these actions, work with us to support and 
expand low-carbon opportunities, develop ambitious INDCS, and finalize a global agreement at 
the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris later this year in line with the goal of avoiding 
dangerous climate change. 
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http://www.theclimategroup.org/what-we-do/programs/compact-of-states-and-regions
http://www.iclei.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ICLEI_WS/Documents/Climate/FINAL_MAYORS_COMPACT_TEXT_092214.pdf
http://under2mou.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Under-2-MOU-English.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/document/Carbon-Pricing-Statement-060314.pdf
http://news.ontario.ca/ene/en/2015/07/climate-action-statement---climate-summit-of-the-americas.html
http://news.ontario.ca/moe/fr/2015/07/declaration-sur-laction-climatique---sommet-des-ameriques-sur-le-climat.html

